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English Indices of Deprivation 2015 ï Somerset Summary 

 

Introduction 

The English Indices of Deprivation 2015 are based on 37 separate indicators, organised across 

seven domains1 (and sub-domains) of deprivation which are combined, using appropriate weights, 

to calculate the Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD). This is an overall measure of multiple 

deprivation experienced by people living in an area and is calculated for every Lower layer Super 

Output Area (LSOA2), or neighbourhood, in England. Every such neighbourhood is ranked 

according to its level of deprivation relative to that of other areas. The data can be used to assess 

which parts of Somerset face particular challenges, down to very small geographical areas. 

The Indices are published by the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG).    

A full list of underlying indicators, domains and sub-domains is provided in the Appendix. Most 

indicators in the 2015 Indices of Deprivation relate to the financial year 2012/13. 

As well as identifying the most deprived parts of Somerset now, this briefing compares the 2015 

figures with the previous Indices of Deprivation 2010. 

 

Key messages 

¶ Somerset generally is better than the national average in terms of overall levels of deprivation.  

¶ Since 2010 there has been a slight shift towards greater deprivation in Somerset relative to the 

rest of England, particularly in relation to the quality of housing. 

¶ The number of óhighly deprivedô neighbourhoods in Somerset (categorised as being within the 

20% most deprived in England) increased to 25 in IMD 2015, up from 14 at the time of IMD 

2010. 

¶ Around 38,000 Somerset residents now live in a neighbourhood (LSOA) identified as one of 

the 20% most deprived in England. 

¶ The highest levels of deprivation are found within the countyôs larger urban areas. 

¶ The most deprived area of Somerset is the Lambrook / Halcon area of Taunton. 

¶ The least deprived area is in the Sampsonôs Wood area of Yeovil, which falls within the 1% 

least deprived in England. 

 

Deprivation in Somerset 

The overall pattern of multiple deprivation in Somerset according to the Index of Multiple 

Deprivation (IMD) 2015 is shown in Map 1, following. A second map shows the pattern for the 

previous IMD in 2010. 

Urban areas and rural West Somerset continue to have the greatest proportions of deprived 

neighbourhoods (LSOAs) in Somerset. However, compared to IMD 2010, relative levels of 

deprivation in West Somerset now appear less pronounced; while there have been increases in 

larger urban areas. 
                                                           
1
 Domains of deprivation: Income; Employment; Health and Disability; Education, Skills and Training; Barriers to Housing and 

Services; Crime; and Living Environment. 
2
 LSOA (Lower-layer Super Output Area) is a unit of geography for the collection and publication of small areas statistics. Each 

LSOA equates to around 1,500 people, or 400 households. There are 32,844 LSOAs in England; 327 in Somerset. 
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Map 1: Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015 in Somerset 

 

Map 2: Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2010 in Somerset 
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Deprivation Profile by IMD Decile 

A more detailed profile of overall deprivation of Somerset is available by considering how many 

neighbourhoods fall into each IMD decile (that is, the 0-10%, 10-20%, 20-30%, 30-40% most 

deprived neighbourhoods, etc.). See Figure 1, below.   

 

Around one third of Somerset LSOAs sit within the 40% to 60% most deprived nationally (i.e., 

close to the national average), with numbers declining towards the extremes of deprivation. 

Nevertheless, since 2010 there has been a noticeable shift in the profile towards greater 

deprivation in Somerset, relative to the rest of England. 

 

Neighbourhood Level Deprivation 

Of the 327 LSOAs in Somerset, 25 are within the most deprived 20% nationally according to IMD 

2015, up from 14 LSOAs at the time of IMD 2010. Sedgemoor has the highest number of LSOAs 

in this category (11), followed by South Somerset (7), Taunton Deane (5) and Mendip (2). These 

LSOAs have a combined population of around 37,900.  

Nine Somerset LSOAs are now amongst the most deprived 10% nationally, up from five in IMD 

2010. These are in parts of Taunton, Bridgwater, Yeovil, Highbridge and Glastonbury. The 

combined population of these areas is approximately 13,900.  

Two Somerset LSOAs are amongst the most deprived 5% nationally (the same number as in IMD 

2010). These are in the Taunton Halcon/Lambrook area, and have a combined population of 

around 3,100.  
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By contrast, the least deprived neighbourhood in Somerset is the Sampsonôs Wood area of Yeovil, 

which ranks within the 1% least deprived nationally. According to IMD 2015, Somerset has a total 

of 18 LSOAs ranked within the 10% least deprived in England (an increase on the 14 areas at the 

time of IMD 2010). 

 

Of the 25 most deprived neighbourhoods (LSOAs) in Somerset, nine are in Bridgwater, six in 

Yeovil, four in Taunton and two in Highbridge. The additional areas are in Glastonbury, Chard and 

Wellington (see Table 1, below). Maps of key urban areas follow. 

Table 1: Somerset neighbourhoods (LSOAs) within the 20% most deprived neighbourhoods 

in England 

LSOA code  LSOA description District  National 
IMD Rank* 

E01029292 Taunton Lambrook Taunton Deane 1,353 

E01029293 Taunton Roman Road Taunton Deane 1,510 

E01029106 Bridgwater Sydenham Central Sedgemoor 1,671 

E01029297 Taunton Lyngford East Taunton Deane 2,163 

E01029247 Yeovil Westfield South Somerset 2,659 

E01029132 Highbridge South West Sedgemoor 2,738 

E01029046 Glastonbury Central Mendip 2,998 

E01029234 Yeovil Town Centre South Somerset 3,220 

E01029105 Bridgwater West Street Sedgemoor 3,273 

E01029100 Bridgwater Hamp East Sedgemoor 3,290 

E01029239 Yeovil Sherborne Road South Somerset 3,326 

E01029095 Bridgwater Eastover Central Sedgemoor 4,000 

E01029109 Bridgwater Sydenham North Sedgemoor 4,239 

E01029098 Bridgwater Hamp North Sedgemoor 4,250 

E01029107 Bridgwater Parkway South Sedgemoor 4,292 

E01029042 Frome Trinity, Cork Street, Nunney Rd Mendip 4,300 

E01029177 Chard Jocelyn West South Somerset 4,302 

E01029236 Yeovil Penn Mill North South Somerset 4,515 

E01029099 Bridgwater Hamp West Sedgemoor 4,543 

E01029311 Wellington North Taunton Deane 5,043 

E01029097 Bridgwater Hamp South West Sedgemoor 5,637 

E01029131 Highbridge South East Sedgemoor 6,228 

E01029299 Taunton Lyngford West Taunton Deane 6,339 

E01029237 Yeovil Birchfield South Somerset 6,441 

E01029248 Yeovil Summerlands North South Somerset 6,485 

* All neighbourhoods (LSOAs) in England are ranked between 1 and 32,844, with ó1ô the most 

deprived nationally 
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Map 3: Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015 in Bridgwater 

 

Map 4: Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015 in Yeovil 

 


