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The Partnership Intelligence Unit publishes a wide range of statistical 
information on the physical, economic, social and environmental 
characteristics of Somerset. Somerset: Our County aims to tell the story of 
Somerset by outlining some of the key facts and figures about our county as 
well as current and future trends. These are drawn from a variety of national, 
regional and local data sources. 
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People and Neighbourhoods 

 
86.3% of Somerset residents said they were ‘very satisfied’ or ‘fairly satisfied’ 
with where they live when surveyed in 2008, well above the national average 
of 78.6%1 
 
The county of Somerset is divided into five Districts: Mendip, Sedgemoor, 
South Somerset, Taunton Deane and West Somerset. These are currently 
split into a total of 58 Electoral Divisions, each represented by an elected 
County Councillor. However, there is currently a Boundary Commission 
review underway and it is expected that the number of Electoral Divisions will 
be revised to 55 in time for the elections in 2013. 
 
The Districts are also divided into 142 Wards which are represented by 
members elected to District Councils. These do not necessarily fit into the 
Electoral Divisions and change occasionally to reflect population changes.2  
 

Approximately 525,000 people live in Somerset 
based upon the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) mid-2010 estimates. This is expected to 
rise by 15% to 609,000 by 2030.3 
 
One in four people live in one of Somerset’s 
three largest towns: Taunton (58,200, 11%), 
Yeovil (41,800, 8%) and Bridgwater (35,200, 
7%). Although Wells is much smaller it is the only 
city in the county.4 
 
In 2010 there were 5,671 births and 5,631 
deaths.5 
 
There were 2,072 civil marriage ceremonies and 
32 civil partnerships in Somerset in 2010/11.6 
 

18.2% of the current population are children (0 to 15 years), 60.4% are of 
working age (16 to 64) and 21.4% are above the state pension age (65+).7 
 

                                                 
1
 Somerset Place Survey 2008 http://www.sine.org.uk/people-neighbourhoods/place-survey/  

2
 Somerset Intelligence Network, Somerset Geographies http://www.sine.org.uk/welcome/geographies/  

3
 ONS Regional Profiles, Population and Migration, South-West, October 2011 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/regional-trends/region-and-country-profiles/population-and-migration/population-and-
migration---south-west.html.    
4
 Somerset Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 2011 http://www.sine.org.uk/jsna-2011/ 

5
 NHS Indicator Portal Compendium of Population Health Indicators January 2012 

https://www.indicators.ic.nhs.uk/webview/ 
6
 Somerset County Council Annual Report 2010/11, 

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Resources/Planning%20Performanc
e/SCC%20Annual%20Report%202010-2011_FINAL_200711.pdf 
7
 ONS Regional Profiles, Population and Migration, South-West, October 2011 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/regional-trends/region-and-country-profiles/population-and-migration/population-and-
migration---south-west.html.    
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There are fewer 20 to 29 year olds than would be typical; this is thought to be 
due to young people leaving the county either to attend University or for 
employment. 

 
The population of older people (65+) is expected to rise from 107,600 in 2008 
to 196,400 in 2033 an increase of 82.5%. Furthermore, the 90+ population is 
projected to increase by 267% from 5,100 in 2008 to 18,700 in 2033.  
 
West Somerset already has the highest proportion of older people (65+) of 
any district in the UK (29.9%).8 
 
The ONS internal migration estimates (based on GP registration data) show 
that between 2008 and 2009 16,540 people migrated out of Somerset, with 
50% of them moving to another location in the South-West. 18,170 migrated 
into Somerset representing a net population increase of 1,600.9 
 
The ONS mid-2009 population estimates by ethnic group indicate that in 2009 
7% of Somerset’s population was non-white British, lower than the regional 
(9%) and national (17%) averages. 
 
Somerset’s non-white British population is estimated to have more than 
doubled in the last nine years from 3% in 2001 to 7% in 2009. This is a much 
larger increase than seen regionally and nationally. 
 
The largest non-white British group is the “white other” category, associated 
with an influx of migrant workers and their families from the A8 states of 
Eastern Europe (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Hungary and Slovenia) after 2004. 
 
The Somerset School Census shows that 6.3% of Somerset school pupils 
were non-white British in 2010. In pre-school children the figure was 8.2%. 

 
The largest ethnic group after “White British” amongst school pupils is “White 
Other,” accounting for 2.3% of pupils. This group is likely to be made up of 
predominantly European pupils but could include pupils from other areas, for 
example Australia or America.  
 
In 2010 1% of pupils in Somerset schools did not speak English as their first 
language. The five most common first languages after English have remained 
the same over the last three years; Polish is the most common followed by 
Portuguese, Bengali, Malayalam and Tagalog/Filipino.10  
 
Further information on First Languages in Schools can be found on the 
www.six.somerset.gov.uk website. 
 

                                                 
8
 Somerset Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 2011 http://www.sine.org.uk/jsna-2011/ 

9
 Internal migration within England and Wales 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/taxonomy/index.html?nscl=Migration+within+the+UK  
10

 Somerset Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 2011 http://www.sine.org.uk/jsna-2011/ 
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In July 2011 there were 527 gypsy and traveller caravans in Somerset, an 
increase of 18% (82 caravans) since July 2009 and 3.5% (18 caravans) since 
July 2010. 74% of the caravans were on authorised Gypsy and Traveller sites; 
this is greater than the regional average of 69%. At this time Mendip had the 
most caravans (227) of all the districts.11 
 
Statistics and interactive maps for People and Neighbourhoods in Somerset 
can be found on the INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform.     

Health and Wellbeing 

 
NHS Somerset is responsible for commissioning our health 
services, which include 76 GP practices, 79 dental surgeries, 
95 community pharmacies and 65 optometric practices.12  
 

There are two district hospitals (Yeovil and Taunton) and a further thirteen 
community hospitals serving Somerset.13 
 
In 2009/10 during an average working day: 11,000 appointments were made 
to see a GP or practice nurse; 30,000 medicines were dispensed; 1,300 
dental treatments were completed; and 500 sight tests were conducted. There 
were also approximately 180,000 hospital admissions, 200,000 Accident & 
Emergency attendances and 70,000 emergency ambulance call outs.14 
 
During 2008/09 NHS Somerset spent a total of £761,334,000 on funding local 
health services. Roughly half of this (£383,169,000) went towards maintaining 
hospital services.15 
 
Over the last 10 years, all cause mortality rates have fallen. Early death rates 
from cancer and from heart disease and strokes have also declined and are 
better than the England average.16 
 
Life expectancy for men is 79.5 years and 83.7 years for women which is 
higher than national averages.17 Unfortunately there is still a discrepancy in 
the most deprived areas, where life expectancy is 5.4 years lower for men and 
2.7 years lower for women18 than in the least deprived areas.19  

                                                 
11

 Count of Gypsy and Traveller Caravans – July 2011 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/caravancountjul2011?view=Standard  
12

 Primary Care Development Directorate, NHS Somerset, 2012.   
13

 Somerset County Council Annual Report 2010/11, 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Resources/Planning%20Performanc
e/SCC%20Annual%20Report%202010-2011_FINAL_200711.pdf 
14

 NHS Somerset Annual Report 2009/10 
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=11%2C000%20appointments%20somerset&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CC
IQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.somerset.nhs.uk%2FEasySiteWeb%2FGatewayLink.aspx%3FalId%3D15356&ei
=GRg5T_emKaPC0QX99NmiAg&usg=AFQjCNHSM1Sd6bZM9dnFHDoASBPBVpXGzQ&cad=rja  
15

 Your Guide to Local Health Services http://www.somersetpct.nhs.uk/welcome/publications/patient-information-
leaflets/  
16

 2011 Somerset Profile http://www.sine.org.uk/health-wellbeing/health-profiles/ 
17

 NHS Indicator Portal Compendium of Population Health Indicators January 2012 
https://www.indicators.ic.nhs.uk/webview/ 
18

 based on the Slope Index of Inequality published in February 2012 
19

 London Health Observatory Marmot Indicators 2012 http://www.lho.org.uk/viewResource.aspx?id=17034  
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25.9% of adults in Somerset are estimated to be obese which is above the 
national average of 24.2%. 12% of adults participate in at least twenty 
minutes of moderate physical activity at least three days a week, also above 
the national average. 
 
The proportion of adult smokers in Somerset is 19.7% which compares 
favourably with the national average of 21.2%. However a high proportion of 
women smoke during pregnancy (18%) compared with England as a whole 
(14%).20  
 
There has been a continual downward trend in teenage conception rates.  For 
Somerset, the 2010 under 18 conception data shows a rate of 29.2 teenage 
conceptions per 1,000 young women aged 15-17.  This is a 2.7% decrease on 
the 2009 rate and a total reduction of 24.7% since 1998.  This compares to a 
national rate of 35.4 and a regional rate of 29.9.21   
 
The proportion of over 16s who binge drink in Somerset is 18.9% compared 
with 20.7% in the South-West. The estimated proportion of adults who eat 
healthily is estimated at 29.7% in Somerset, which is better than the England 
average of 28.7%.22 
 
Summer 2011 National Child Measuring Programme data revealed that the 
proportion of Reception age children measured to be obese had fallen from 
9.7% in 2010 to 8.6% in 2011 and remained below the national average. 
However, Somerset has a higher proportion of Reception age children 
classified as overweight, than is the case nationally and regionally. 
 
One in six Year 6 children have been measured as obese, up slightly year-on-
year.  Although below the national average of 19%, it is a worrying upward 
trend. National data shows a clear correlation between deprivation and 
obesity prevalence for children in each age group.23 
 
Numbers of Children in Care have increased over recent years, both locally 
and nationally. In Somerset, there are over 500 children looked after by the 
Local Authority. Over 300 children are subject to a Child Protection Plan.24 
 
Somerset has 41 Children’s Centres which bring together a range of services, 
including early education, health services and family support for children 
under five.25 

                                                 
20

 Public Health Observatories Data 2011 http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=105001  
21

 ONS Conceptions Statistics, England and Wales 2010, http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/publications/re-reference-
tables.html?edition=tcm%3A77-250695  
22

 2011 Somerset Profile http://www.sine.org.uk/health-wellbeing/health-profiles/ 
23

 National Child Measurement Programme: England, 2010/11 School Year, http://www.ic.nhs.uk/statistics-and-data-
collections/health-and-lifestyles/obesity  
24

 Somerset County Council, Children and Young Peoples Directorate. 
25

 Somerset County Council Annual Report 2010/11, 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Resources/Planning%20Performanc
e/SCC%20Annual%20Report%202010-2011_FINAL_200711.pdf   
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In the overall Child Wellbeing Index, published in January 
2009 by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government, Somerset ranks as the 37th highest Local 
Authority in the country (out of 149) for child wellbeing. 
However, the Local  Authority  average  scores  and  ranks 

mask some significant variations in levels of child wellbeing across 
Somerset’s local areas. Fourteen areas rank amongst the 20% lowest in 
England for child wellbeing. These areas are located within Bridgwater, 
Taunton, Yeovil and Highbridge.26 
 
Provisional January 2012 School Census data suggest that 11.9% of pupils 
are eligible for Free School Meals; children eligible for free school meals are 
often used as a proxy measure for deprivation or low family income.27 
 
Although numbers remain low when compared to the national average, the 
proportion of children (under 16) living in poverty within Somerset rose from 
14.8% (2008) to 15.6% (2009), equating to approximately 15,000 children.28 
 
In December 2011 there were 8,180 children in Somerset in receipt of Child 
Support Agency maintenance payments, up from 7,910 in December 2010. 
Outstanding arrears in Somerset amounted to over £31million in December 
2011, up 2.6% on the figure for December 2010.29 
 
In 2010/11 1,400 people with learning disabilities were helped to live 
independently with community-based services and there were 917 active 
social care volunteers in 20010/11. 30 
 
Adult Social Services assessed a total of 7,080 new clients in 2010-11; 5,875 
were for people aged 65 and over and 1,205 for people aged 18-64.  4,681 
people who were newly assessed went on to receive services. 
 
In March 2011 there were 9,222 people aged 65 and over in receipt of 
community based services. There were also 3,650 adults (18+) in receipt of 
home care and 2,668 of these people were aged 65 and over. 
 
In addition 2,377 adult (18+) Somerset residents receiving long term care in a 
residential or nursing care home in March 2011.  Of these 1,983 were aged 
65 and over.31   
 
Statistics and interactive maps for Health and Wellbeing in Somerset can be 
found on the INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform 

                                                 
26

 Somerset Child Poverty Needs Assessment, January 2011. 
27

 Somerset County Council, Children and Young Peoples Directorate 
28

 HMRC Personal Tax Credits: Related Statistics - Child Poverty Statistics, http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/stats/personal-
tax-credits/child_poverty.htm 
29

 The Child Maintenance and Enforcement Commission, Child Support Agency Quarterly Summary of Statistics 
December 2011, http://www.childmaintenance.org/en/publications/statistics.html  
30

 Somerset County Council Annual Report 2010/11, 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Resources/Planning%20Performanc
e/SCC%20Annual%20Report%202010-2011_FINAL_200711.pdf 
31

 Somerset County Council 
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Crime and Community Safety 

 
In 2008 92% of Somerset residents said they feel safe in their local area 
during the day and 61% of people felt safe after dark. This was above the 
national averages, and had improved substantially since 2006.32  
 

Somerset is served by Avon and Somerset Constabulary and 
18 police stations. 
 
Crime has been steadily falling in Somerset since 2001. 
However, there was a slight increase between 2010 and 
2011 when there were 31,372 crimes reported. 

 
Most reported crimes are for thefts (36%) and these have increased in the last 
year by about 5%. This includes shoplifting, theft from motor vehicles, and 
general thefts. 
 
Violent crime accounts for around 22% of all crime, and has increased by 9%. 
Roughly a third of all violent crimes reported to the police are linked to alcohol 
consumption in licensed premises over the weekend at night-time on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, predominantly in town centres.33 
 
More positively some crime types have consistently reduced, namely theft of 
motor vehicles (down by 9.2%), dwelling burglaries (5%) and criminal damage 
(2.8%).34 
 
Anti-social behaviour (ASB) is one of the most common reasons for people to 
call the police (17% of calls) with 23,081 reports in 2011. The total has fallen 
consistently since 2006, specifically by 9.4% compared to 2010. 35 

 
Somerset is also served by the Devon and Somerset Fire & 
Rescue Service. It is the fifth largest Fire & Rescue Service 
in the UK (covering over 1 million square hectares and 1.7 
million people).36 There are 24 fire stations in Somerset; 3 
are ‘wholetime’ (Taunton Bridgwater, Yeovil) and the other 
21 are retained. 
 

In 2010/2011 Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service attended 1,756 
reported fires in Somerset of these 294 were accidental dwelling fires. DSFRS 
also attended 1,902 Special Service calls in Somerset over the same period 
of which 533 were road traffic collisions. They also carried out 310 Fire Safety 
Audits, 2,343 Home Safety Visits, and 291 schools talks.37 

                                                 
32

 Somerset Place Survey 2008 http://www.sine.org.uk/people-neighbourhoods/place-survey/ 
33

 Avon & Somerset Constabulary 
34

 Avon & Somerset Constabulary – 2011 and 2010 comparison 
35

 Avon & Somerset Constabulary 
36

 Fire Statistics Monitor: April 2011 to September 2011 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/corporate/statistics/monitorq1q22011  
37

 Devon & Somerset Fire & Rescue Service 
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At the end of 2010 Somerset Road Safety 
achieved all three of its Government set targets: a 
35 per cent reduction in fatal and serious road 

casualties, a 50 per cent reduction in child road casualties and to maintain 
slight casualties at the 2002-2004 average of just over 2,000. 
 
There were 1,792 injuries caused by 1,272 collisions on Somerset roads in 
2010. This represents a 20% fall from the 2,228 injuries sustained in 2008.  
 
In 2010, 32 of the total number of injuries were fatal and 206 people were 
seriously injured. This meant the number of people killed or seriously injured 
was 36 lower than in 2008. Over half the injuries were sustained on “A” class 
roads.38  
 
There was also a 43% reduction in the number of young people killed or 
seriously injured on Somerset roads in 2010 compared with figures for the 
previous year.39 
 
Statistics and interactive maps for Crime and Community in Somerset can be 
found on the INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform 

Economy and Jobs 

 
In 2011 the ONS estimated that the average annual salary (gross) for 
Somerset was £23,079, down 2.6% from 2010. Taunton Deane had the 
highest average salary (£25,179) of the five districts and was the only district 
to show an increase in average earnings since 2010.40    
 
Somerset has a higher proportion of people employed in public administration, 
education and health (28.8%), wholesale and retail (20%) and manufacturing 
(13%) than the South-West and national averages.41  
 
As at 1 January 2012 there were 5,410 military and civilian personnel 
employed by the Ministry of Defence (based upon full time equivalent). They 
are based primarily at Norton Fitzwarren and RNAS Yeovilton.42  
 
Somerset has more males (78.3%) and females (68.3%) of working age in 
employment than the national averages.43  

                                                 
38

 Somerset Road Safety: Casualty Review 2008-2010 
http://somersetroadsafety.org/filemanager/userfiles/files/CasualtyReview2008_2010.pdf  
39

 Somerset Road Safety 
40

 ONS: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 2011 Provisional Results http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/publications/re-
reference-tables.html?edition=tcm%3A77-235202  
41

 Sub-regional Employment and Skills Analysis 2010: Somerset 
http://www.sine.org.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=45383&type=0&servicetype=1 
42

 Quarterly Location Statistics - UK Regular Armed Forces and Civilian Personnel 
http://www.dasa.mod.uk/applications/newWeb/www/index.php?page=48&pubType=0&thiscontent=120&PublishTime
=09:30:00&date=2012-02-16&disText=01%20Jan%202011&from=listing&topDate=2012-02-16  
43

 NOMIS Official Labour Market Statistics for Somerset 
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1967128607/report.aspx#tabquals and NOMIS Official Labour Market 
Statistics for South-West https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/gor/2013265929/report.aspx  
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In 2011 the average annual pay (gross) was £28,993 for men and £17,044 for 
women. This disparity can be partly explained by the fact that many more 
women than men work part-time. Taking into account only full-time 
employment; the figures are £31,915 and £23,593 respectively. Both men and 
women working in Somerset earn 13% less than the UK average for their 
gender, based on full-time employment figures.44  
 
Small businesses are vital to the local economy. 86.1% of all Somerset’s 
businesses employ between 1 and 10 people, which is higher than regional 
and national averages. In addition 11.2% of businesses in Somerset employ 
11-49 people. The high proportion of Small and Medium Enterprises is 
possibly due to the rural nature of the county, which can often result in large 
numbers of smaller enterprises.45 
 
In total there were 21,050 active enterprises in Somerset in 2010. This had 
fallen from 21,210 in 2004. Up until 2008, there were more businesses 
created (births) than those that closed (deaths). This meant that the number 
of enterprises was increasing. However, following the onset of recession in 
2010 there were only 1,635 business births compared with 2,320 deaths. The 
figures for 2009 were similar and this trend is likely to continue given the 
current economic climate.  
 
DEFRA’s June 2010 survey results suggest that there are 10,240 agricultural 
workers in Somerset. This figure is 622 lower than in 2007. South Somerset 
had 3,035 agricultural workers, the largest amount of any of the five districts. 
Each of the districts had seen a decrease in the number of agricultural 
workers since 2007.46 
 
Unemployment increased rapidly in late and has now levelled off at around 
twice the rate it was in May 2008. The unemployment rate is at 7.5% of the 
economically-active 16+ population and this is higher than the regional rate of 
6%.47 
 
In January 2012 2.5% of people living in Somerset claim Job Seekers 
Allowance (JSA) about half the national rate.48 There are however wide 
variations between rural and urban areas within Somerset.  
 

                                                 
44

 ONS: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings 2011 Provisional Results http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/publications/re-
reference-tables.html?edition=tcm%3A77-235202 
45

 Somerset Economic Assessment March 2011 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/public/services/directory/service?rid=/wpccontent/Sites/SCC/Web%20Pages/Services/
Services/Community/Somerset%20Economic%20Assessment 
46

 DEFRA Survey of Agriculture and Horticulture June 2010 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/statistics/foodfarm/landuselivestock/junesurvey/junesurveyresults/ 
47

 Somerset Economic Bulletin February 2012, 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Community/Economy%20and%20Eu
rope/Somerset%20Economic%20Bulletin%20February%202012.pdf. 
48

 NOMIS Official Labour Market Statistics for Somerset 
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1967128607/report.aspx#tabquals and for England 
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/gor/2092957699/report.aspx.  
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JSA claims are also subject to seasonal variation. The lowest claimant levels 
are generally in the summer months and the highest levels in the winter, 
especially in West Somerset which relies more on tourist trade.  
 
4.7% of Somerset’s population of 16-24 year olds were claiming JSA in 
November 2011.49  
 
Numbers of young people not in education, employment or training (NEET) 
remain below national and regional averages.  December 2011 data shows 
that the percentage of Academic Age 16-18 year olds NEET stood at 3.6%, 
significantly below the England average of 6.1% and the South West average 
of 5.6%.50 

 
There are more than 11.7 million visitor trips 
each year to Somerset, with visitors spending 
over £1 billion annually in 2008.51 
Furthermore, in 2010/2011 there were over 
36,000 visits to Somerset’s heritage sites.52 
 
The Glastonbury Festival is the largest 
greenfield music and performing arts festival 

in the world and is estimated to generate about £35 million for Mendip’s local 
economy. The festival is attended by 177,500 people and creates the 
equivalent of 929 full time jobs for the Mendip District alone.53 Glastonbury 
Festival is taking its regular fallow year in 2012 to allow a break from the 
disruption for local residents, the land and animals. However the festival will 
be returning in 2013.54 
 
Somerset households produced 244.23 tonnes of waste in 2010/11, of which 
52.83% was recycled through kerbside collections, Household Waste 
Recycling Centres (HWRCs) and Recycling Banks. The recycling rate has 
increased steadily in the past decade.55 
 
Statistics and interactive maps for Economy and Jobs in Somerset can be 
found on the INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform 
  
 

                                                 
49

 Somerset Economic Bulletin February 2012, 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Community/Economy%20and%20Eu
rope/Somerset%20Economic%20Bulletin%20February%202012.pdf.  
50

 December 2011 Department for Education Risk Scan 
51

 The State of the Somerset Economy an Economic Profile (ekogen), June 2010, 
http://www.sine.org.uk/EasysiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=45427&type=full&servicetype=Attachment 
52

 Somerset County Council Annual Report 2010/11, 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/go/km/docs/CouncilDocuments/SCC/Documents/Resources/Planning%20Performanc
e/SCC%20Annual%20Report%202010-2011_FINAL_200711.pdf 
53

 Glastonbury Festivals Economic Impact Report (2008) http://www.mendip.gov.uk/NewsArticleM.asp?id=SX9452-
A7825825  
54

 Glastonbury: Festival of Contemporary Art http://www.glastonburyfestivals.co.uk/  
55

 Somerset Waste Board Papers http://www1.somerset.gov.uk/council/meetings/results.asp?ccode=32 

 



 

 

 - 11 - 

Education, Skills and Learning 

 
Over 67,000 children and young people are educated in state-funded schools 
and academies in Somerset.56 
 
Primary aged pupil numbers as a whole are forecast to increase slightly by 
2015. The forecasts show a particular demand for additional primary school 
places in Bridgwater, Burnham-on-Sea, Frome, Taunton and Yeovil.57 
 

The proportion of 16 year olds in Somerset gaining 5 or 
more A*-C grades (including English and Maths) increased 
from 54% (2010) to 56.7% (2011).  Whilst this represents a 
10% improvement since 2008, the improvements have 
been at a slower rate than is the case nationally.58 

 
70.5% of working age people are qualified to at least Level 2 on the National 
Qualifications Framework (equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grades A* to C), higher 
than the national average of 67.3%. However a lower proportion of people are 
qualified to Level 4 (equivalent to a Higher National Certificate) than regional 
and national norms.59 
 
There is currently no university in Somerset. However, Bridgwater, Somerset 
and Yeovil Further Education (FE) colleges are working in partnership with a 
number of established universities and each other to deliver an increasing 
number of Higher Education (HE) courses in Somerset.60 
 
The number of young people who progress on to higher education is in line 
with the national average but there are significant variations within the county. 
Areas with the greatest levels of deprivation have the lowest rates of 
participation. Overall, more Somerset children than average want to get a job 
at 16 but less than the national average want to go to university.61 
 
The number of apprenticeships undertaken has more than doubled in 
Somerset since 2005/06, in line with overall figures for the South-West region. 
There were 2,990 Level 2 Apprenticeships and 1,450 Level 3 (Advanced) 
Apprenticeships started in Somerset in 2010/11.62 
 

                                                 
56

 Somerset County Council, Children and Young Peoples Directorate 
57

 Somerset Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 2011 http://www.sine.org.uk/jsna-2011/ 
58

 Department for Business innovation and Skills: GCSE and Equivalent Results in England, 2010/11 (Provisional), 
http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s001034/index.shtml 
59

 NOMIS Official Labour Market Statistics for Somerset 
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1967128607/report.aspx#tabquals 
60

 Bridgwater College http://www.bridgwater.ac.uk/higher-education.php, Somerset College, 
http://www.somerset.ac.uk/about-our-future.html and Yeovil College (University Centre Yeovil) 
http://www.yeovil.ac.uk/higher_education and Somerset Universities Partnership Project (SUPP) 
http://www.somerset.gov.uk/irj/public/services/directory/service?rid=/wpccontent/Sites/SCC/Web%20Pages/Services/
Services/Community/University%20for%20Somerset 
61

 Somerset 2010 Children and Young People's Needs Assessment  
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There are 36 libraries in Somerset, providing access to just under 700,000 
books and resources, such as DVDs spoken work, music CDs, e-books and 
e-audio. There are currently over 300 mobile stops by mobile library services 
to rural areas in the county not supported by a static library. These vehicles 
operate from Bridgwater and Wincanton libraries. It is planned that a further 
four mobile libraries will be reinstated during 2012. 
 
In 2010/11 Somerset Libraries responded to over 400,000 enquiries and 
issued 3.2 million items to over 2.6 million visitors and over 500,000 online 
visits.63

 

 

Statistics and interactive maps for Education, Skills and Learning in Somerset 
can be found on the INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform 

Housing 

 
Somerset’s average house price was £211,668 in 
the July-September 2011 quarter. This is below the 
South-West average of £229,795 and England’s 
average of £245,426.64 
 
Average prices in the districts ranged from 
£190,148 in Sedgemoor to £229,860 in Mendip. 65 
   

House prices in Somerset slumped by 17% in the year to March 2009 as the 
‘credit crunch’ began to bite. This was after prices had more than doubled 
between 2001 and 2008. They have now recovered slightly and appear to 
have stabilised but the volume of sales is much lower than pre-recession 
levels. 
 
The number of households in Somerset is projected to increase by 65,000 
(29%) to 291,000 by 2033. Most of this growth will be for older people and 
single-person households. Current construction programmes will fall well short 
of meeting this growth in demand, especially for affordable housing.66 
 
Despite house prices being relatively low in Somerset there is still an issue of 
affordability, especially for first-time buyers.67 The ratio of entry-level house 
prices to earnings is high in Somerset; in 2010 the ratio was 7.8 to 1 
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 Somerset County Council. 
64

 Communities and Local Government: Local Level House Prices 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/housing/housingresearch/housingstatistics/housingstatisticsby/housingmarket/livetabl
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65
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compared with 6.9 to 1 in England generally. The rate is particularly high in 
West Somerset at 8.9 to 1.68  
 
Demand for social housing, through the Homefinder Somerset Choice-based 
Letting Service, is rising steadily, with more than 21,000 households on the 
housing register at 30 June 2011.69 Approximately 560 households were 
classified as statutory homeless in priority need in the county last year.70 
 
Statistics and interactive maps for Housing in Somerset can be found on the 
INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform 

Travel and Access 

 
Somerset covers an area of 3,452 square kilometres (1,333 square miles) 
and the majority of the Exmoor National Park lies within the county’s borders. 
The upland areas of the Quantocks, the Mendips, the Blackdown Hills, and a 
small part of Cranbourne Chase are classed as Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONBs).71  
 
The highest point is Dunkery Beacon which is 
520m above sea level and owned by the 
National Trust.72 Around 15% of Somerset is 
either at or just above sea-level. The Somerset 
Levels and Moors is one of the largest expanse 
of low lying land in the UK, regularly supporting 
over 20,000 waterfowl. They also have the 
unfortunate effect of making many areas 
vulnerable to flooding and rising sea levels.73 
 
Somerset lies at the heart of the South-West. The M5 creates a major 
transport corridor running north to south. The A303 corridor running 
eastwards provides connectivity towards London and there are mainline rail 
connections from Taunton to Bristol/the North and to Exeter, Plymouth and 
Cornwall, and from both Taunton and Yeovil to London.74 
There are 6,604 kilometres (4,104 miles) of roads in the county. Footpaths, 
bridleways and byways cover a further 6,129 kilometres (3808 miles). There 
are also more than 2,100 bridges.75  
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Between 2005 and 2008 per capita emissions reduced by 6% in Somerset 
and in 2009 a total of 6,140 million kilometres (3,815 million miles) were 
driven by vehicles in the county. This was the third highest recorded by a 
unitary or county council.76 Between 1993 and 2009, the total number of 
vehicle kilometres travelled within Somerset area increased by 28%. 
 
The English Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) are published every three 
years by the Department for Communities and Local Government. This is 
calculated for every Lower Layer Super Output Area (LSOA) in 
England. There are 327 LSOAs in Somerset and 32,482 in England; each 
equates to around 1,500 people, or a minimum of 400 households.77  
 
The most recent statistics were released in 2010. In Somerset fourteen 
LSOAs were among the 20% most deprived areas in England and five of 
these were among the 10% most deprived. Two more were in the 5% most 
deprived nationally which was the first time that Somerset had had any LSOA 
s in this section.78 
 
The major issue facing Somerset is Geographical Barriers to Housing and 
Services. This is largely due to the dispersed population and is based upon 
the road distance to the nearest GP surgery, supermarket or convenience 
store, primary school, and Post Office. In fact, Somerset (specifically West 
Somerset) has three of the top six most deprived LSOAs in England in 
respect of Geographical Barriers to Housing and Services. In addition to this 
the county had over 120 LSOAs in the worst 20% nationally.79 
 
Statistics and interactive maps for Travel and Access in Somerset can be 
found on the INFORM Somerset website, www.sine.org.uk/inform 
 
This document has been compiled by Jack Layton, Partnership Intelligence 
Unit at Somerset County Council. 
 
If you have any enquiries please contact JLayton@somerset.gov.uk  
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