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Executive Summary

Background

The Somerset Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Needs Assessment 2020/21
focuses on children and young people aged 0-25 years who are resident or educated within
the County. It provides the Somerset SEND Improvement Board with an up to date
understanding of the needs of local children and young people with SEND and should be
used to inform joint commissioning and service development across the Local Area.

The Somerset SEND Needs Assessment represents a collective commitment to understanding and
improving outcomes for children and young people with SEND. It has been jointly developed
between Somerset County Council and Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group.

Summary of key findings

e Somerset's population is classified as 52% urban and 48% rural, making it one of the ten
most rural local authority areas in England. The county’s rural communities can face
particular challenges in terms of geographical access to services.

e Educational outcomes for children and young people with SEND in Somerset are below
national average attainment levels at Key Stages 2 and 4. A break in performance reporting
in 2019/20 due to the Covid19 pandemic means it's not possible to quantify any progress in
this area at this stage.

e A higher proportion of Somerset Children Looked After (CLA) have identified SEND
compared to the national average, both in relation to Education, Health and Care Plans
(EHCPs) and SEND Support.

e The identification of children and young people with SEND appears not to be in line with
the National average. Partial data indicates there is an over identification of pupils with
Social, Emotional, and Mental Health (SEMH), with 23.1% having SEMH identified as primary
need compared to the National average of 18.3% which suggests that children and young
people in Somerset are having their needs inappropriately identified. There is no obvious
sign that the gap between Somerset and the national SEND profile is narrowing but
substantial work is being undertaken to improve data capture to better inform the work.

¢ In contrast to the above, the identification of children and young people with SEND whose
primary need is Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) appears to be below the national average,
with 8.3% of pupils in Somerset identified with ASD as primary need, compared to the
National average of 11.8%. Resolving difficulties with data capture to give a more accurate
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picture of need is being progressed. The most common disabling condition of DLA
claimants (aged 0-15) in Somerset is Learning Difficulties, followed by Behavioural Disorder,
and Hyperkinetic Syndrome.

e The most common type of need among school pupils with an EHCP continues to be autistic
spectrum condition, with numbers increasing significantly in recent years. The second most
common type of need for pupils with an EHCP is Social, Emotional and Mental Health
(SEMH), for which numbers have also been increasing year-on-year.

e Compared to national averages, Somerset has a higher proportion of children and young
people with EHCPs attending further education and a lower proportion of children and
young people with EHCPs attending mainstream schools. Geographically Somerset has a
higher proportion of special independent providers than its neighbours, which provides
parents/carers with a greater choice of provisions.

e Rates of permanent exclusion of pupils with an EHCP and pupils with SEND Support in
Somerset are consistently above national average rates.

e Latest data (for 2018/19) indicates that 86% of Somerset children with an EHCP and 90%
with SEND Support were in sustained EET at age 17 (compared to 91% and 89% respectively
nationally)

Next Steps and Conclusions

In February 2021 recording of an NHS Number for all children and young people with an EHCP
was established. This will enable future system reporting relating to access to NHS services,
activity and outcomes. Work has also commenced to identify services with specific SEND
involvement, such as therapy and neuro behaviour pathways, to establish activity and
outcomes.

A key gap that has been identified is in relation to special school placement sufficiency. A new
Somerset SEND Sufficiency Plan is under development.

SEND Support throughout the county has been inconsistent and there has been a lack of
parental confidence in local provisions being able to meet the needs of children and young
people with SEND. The results of a new Somerset Parent Carer Forum survey, due to be
published later in 2021, will help establish any improvements and any further learning in this
respect.

The Local Area needs to improve its response to requests for Statutory Assessments with
partners providing timely high-quality advice. Somerset remains below national benchmarks in
terms of overall timeliness. However, more recent local performance data indicates an
improving picture.
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e The CCG Quality Team (Learning Disability and Mental Health) is leading a programme of work
to increase the uptake and quality of Annual Health Checks (AHCs) for people with learning
disability.

e The CCG has planned to deliver a 28.8% CYPMH access rate in 2020/21 with Somerset
Foundation Trust, digital therapy and other tier 2 providers contributing to the Somerset access
rate. Somerset's locally estimated performance is 26.2% for all Providers contributing to the
Somerset access rate.
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Background and Context

This Needs Assessment presents an annual update to the previous Somerset Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Needs Assessment published in March 2020.

Its purpose is to provide specific analysis of the needs of disabled children and young people and
those with Special Educational Needs. Local partners across education, health and social care
should work together to establish what targeted commissioning is needed to address the needs
identified. The Needs Assessment will inform the joint commissioning decisions made for children
and young people with SEN and disabilities, which will in turn be reflected in the services set out in
the Local Offer. (SEND Code of Practice 2014, Chapter 3).

Data is sourced from a range of local and national sources, including Somerset County Council,
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), the Department for Education, Public Health
England, the Local Government Association (LGA) and the Office for National Statistics. This Update
will typically provide an additional year's performance data compared to the previous Needs
Assessment and sets Somerset against latest available national comparative benchmarks.

Findings from a new Somerset Parent and Carer Forum Survey, due later in 2021, will be a key
addition to this Needs Assessment, capturing the latest views of children and young people,
parents/carers and practitioners on the support that children and young people with SEND receive.
Comprehensive analysis of the previous Parent and Carer Forum Survey is available in the March
2020 Needs Assessment report.

In 2021 we will introduce a regime of deep dives to support future needs assessment, key priorities
are:

¢ Needs analysis of the neuro behaviour pathway
e Early help needs to include SEMH
e Community and engagement needs

We will also commission a review and framework design for future a Joint Strategic Needs
Assessment (JSNA) topic specific report focused on Somerset's children and young people to
assess the current and future health and social care needs of all women, children, young people
and families. This will further enhance our SEND improvement journey enabling the setting of
effective and clear joint commissioning priorities which enable children, young people, and families
to thrive.
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http://www.somersetintelligence.org.uk/files/SEND%20Needs%20Assessment%202019_20%20-%20v6.2.pdf

1. Local Demographics

Somerset: Our County

Somerset’s population is 562,200 (mid-2019 estimate) and is increasing by an average of 4,000
people each year. People moving into Somerset from other areas of the UK is the primary factor in
the increasing population. An estimated 8% of the county’s population were born outside the UK,
compared to 14% nationally.

Approximately one-in-four of Somerset’s population is aged 65 or over, compared to one-in-five
nationally. Somerset has a relatively low proportion of residents in the 18-39 age group, linked to
young people moving away from the area, typically to university cities. The annual number of births
in the county is projected to be fairly stable across the coming years.

Unemployment in Somerset in consistently below national average rates. The workforce has a
higher proportion of people qualified to Level 2 (GCSE or equivalent) but a lower proportion
qualified to Level 4 (degree or equivalent) compared to England as a whole.

Somerset's population is classified as 52% urban and 48% rural, making it one of the ten most rural
local authority areas in England. The county’s rural communities can face particular challenges in
terms of geographical access to services.

Overall levels of deprivation in Somerset are lower than national averages but there are significant
pockets of multiple deprivation in some larger urban areas, including parts of Bridgwater,
Glastonbury, Highbridge, Taunton and Yeovil (see map below).

Index of Multiple Deprivation 2019 by LSOA

Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2019
Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2019 h

o
o
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I \ithin Most Deprived 20% in England : "‘}
Within 20% - 40% most deprived
Within 40% - 60% most deprived
Within 60% - 80% most deprived

B ithin Least Deprived 20% in England

A

Source: MHCLG (2019). LSOA (Lower-layer Super Output Area) is a unit of geography for the collection and
publication of small areas statistics. Each LSOA equates to around 1,500 people, or 600 households.
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Population Growth

Over the next ten years the number of children and young people aged 0-25 in Somerset is
projected to remain broadly stable, at around 153,000. Nevertheless, there are projected to be
increases in the 15-19 and 20-25 aged groups (up by a total of around 6,000), offset by declines in
the younger age groups.

Population Projections: Somerset, 2021 to 2031

160,000
140,000 29,481 28,030 27,280 27,947 29,423 30,890 Aged 20-25
120,000
100,000 m Aged 15-19
80,000 m Aged 10-14
60,000
40,000 m Aged 5-9
20,000 mAge0-4
0

2021 2023 2025 2027 2029 2031

Source: Office for National Statistics, Population Projections

This picture of population growth in the 15-25 aged group is projected to be replicated across
Somerset's four district areas. Between 2021 and 2031 the 15 to 25-year-old population is
projected to increase by 1,000 in Mendip; 1,300 in Sedgemoor; 2,200 in Somerset West and
Taunton; and 1,400 in South Somerset. A similar profile of population growth is projected
nationally.

Accordingly, the latest Somerset School Population Forecast (2019) advises that: ‘substantial
growth in secondary school number on roll is forecast in Bridgwater, Taunton and to a lesser extent
in Yeovil, reflecting previous growth in primary school numbers in these areas'.
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2. SEND Prevalence and Characteristics

2.1 Special Educational Needs (SEN) Profile

In January 2020, 15.4% of children and young people in Somerset had identified SEND, marginally
below the national average rate of 15.5%.

Somerset has a higher proportion of children with SEND Support than the national average, and a
lower proportion of children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). Somerset historically
approached the distribution of High Needs Funding through a delegated model meaning that
settings were able to gain high needs funding without the need of a statutory plan.

Somerset has committed to supporting those children and young people with historical High
Needs Funding to be assessed to confirm if their level of need requires an EHCP to ensure that they
can access appropriate provision. There is a three-year plan in place to assess this cohort of
children and young people.

Disparities between Somerset's SEND profile and the national profile have been narrowing (see
charts below).

Percentage of pupils with EHC plans/statements of SEND, 2015/16 to 2019/20
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Geographical Profile

Highest concentrations of children with SEND are generally located in and around the county’s
principal urban areas — and notably along the M5 corridor. See maps, below. These areas are also
home to some of the most deprived communities in Somerset.

Locations of children and young people with an EHCP, by LSOA

Pt

oo 21 to 38
13 to 21
[ 8ta13
[ 15t 8

=] 1t0 5

Count of pupils with an EHCP _ -

 EEme5t0 116
E40to 65
[ 27t0 40

| [ 118to 27

‘"||:| Tto 18

Tecbuen

Nidad Wilheridge . L .
... Count of pupils with SEND Support-

All maps Crown Copyright etc. LSOA (Lower-layer Super

Output Area) is a unit of geography for the

collection and publication of small areas statistics. Fach LSOA equates to around 1,500 people, or 600

households.

10 | Somerset SEND Needs Assessment 2020/21 Update



At a district level, Sedgemoor (which includes the urban areas of Bridgwater and Burnham-on-Sea)
has the highest rate of children and young people with SEND Support (per head of local
population), followed by Somerset West and Taunton. Rates of children with EHCPs are broadly
consistent across the district areas. Differences in rates may indicate under-identification of SEND

in some areas of the county.

Location of children and young people with SEND Support, by Local Authority District

. Somerset West South
Mendip SR and Taunton Somerset
Number of CYP with SEND Support 2,093 2,528 2,743 2,728
Population aged 0-25 32,192 34,121 41,175 45,208
Rate (per 100 pop.) aged 0-25 6.5 74 6.7 6.0
Location of children and young people with an EHCP, by Local Authority District
. Somerset West South
Mendip sedgemear and Taunton Somerset
Number of CYP with an EHCP 718 780 931 1,010
Population aged 0-25 32,192 34,121 41,175 45,208
Rate (per 100 pop.) aged 0-25 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.2

Source: SCC SEND Dashboard (All children)/ONS Mid-2019 population estimates. Information based on
home address of child/young person. Somerset LA districts only.

Children Looked After (CLA) and Children in Need (CiN)

A higher proportion of Somerset CLA have identified SEND compared to the national average, both
in relation to EHCPs (41.3% in Somerset compared to 27.2% nationally in 2018/19) and SEND
Support (34.3% in Somerset compared to 28.7% nationally).

Percentage of CLA with an EHCP and percentage of CLA with SEND Support (2018/19)

A, 1 -
% LAC pupils with —
statements of SEN or EHC | - 7.2

plan

B
% LAC pupils with SEN .
without a staternent [IEEGEGEIIGG_G_GEE—— - 5. 7

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Per cent

@ Somerset 2018/19 @ Mean for England 2018/19

Source: LG Inform (Local Government Association)

Further analysis will be required to understand any reason for this variance.
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In terms of Children in Need (CIN), a higher than average proportion of children and young people
in Somerset have SEND Support and a lower than average proportion have an EHCP.

Percentage of CiN with SEND Support and percentage of CiN with an EHCP (2018/19)

Percentage of CIN SEN
support |,
PercentaEe of CIN
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30

Percent of children in need

@ Somerset 2018/19 @ Mean for England 2018/19

Source: LG Inform (Local Government Association). Note that these figures do not identify those children and
young people in Somerset who were identified as SEND and in receipt of High Needs Funding without an
EHCP.

2.2 Disability Profile

At the time of the last national census (2011), a total of 5,975 children and young people (aged 0 to
24) in Somerset were identified as having a long-term health problem or disability which limited
their day-to-day activities. This represented 4.1% of the child/young person population, broadly in
line with the national average rate.

As at August 2020 there were 3,806 children and young people (aged 0-15) in Somerset in receipt
of Disability Living Allowance (DLA).

The most common disabling condition of DLA claimants was Learning Difficulties (1,416 claimants),
followed by Behavioural Disorder (703 claimants) and Hyperkinetic Syndrome (573 claimants).
Compared to the national DLA claimant profile, a lower proportion of Somerset children have
Learning Difficulties, while a higher proportion have Behavioural Disorder or Hyperkinetic
Syndrome — see chart, below.
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Main Disabling Condition of DLA cases in payment,
Somerset/England
(rate per 10,000 children)
m England m Somerset
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Psychoneurosis

Blindness

Skin Disease

Heart Disease

Cystic Fibrosis

Malignant Disease

0 25 50 75 100 125 150 175 200 225
Rate per 10,000 children

Source: DWP

Children in Need with a Disability

The proportion of Children in Need (CiN) with a disability in Somerset is in line with the national
average rate.

Percentage of Children in Need with a disability (2019/20)
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Source: LG Inform (Local Government Association)

I I 13 | Somerset SEND Needs Assessment 2020/21 Update



2.3 Primary SEND Needs

Presented visually the overall profile of identified SEND needs in Somerset is as follows (covering
pupils with and EHCP and pupils with SEND Support).

Pupils by primary type of need

Speech, Language and Communication needs

Specific LD Autistic Spectrum

Social, Emotional and Mental Health

Mo specialist

Other Difficulty assessment

| Physical

Disability | Severe LD

Profou...
LD
SEN

SEN Hearing | Visual | Multi...

Source: CDC SEND Dashboard (April 2020). Data excludes independent schools.
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Local Trends in Primary Needs

The most common type of need among school pupils with an EHCP continues to be autistic
spectrum condition, with numbers increasing significantly in recent years. The second most
common type of need for pupils with an EHCP is Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH), for
which numbers have also been increasing year-on-year. There have also been increases in pupils
with Speech, Language and Communication needs. See, chart, below.

Trends in numbers of pupils with an EHCP/statement of SEND, by primary need, Somerset,
2015/16 to 2019/20

550

—m—Autistic Spectrum Disorder
500

== Social, Emotional and Mental

450 Health

Severe Learning Difficulty
400

—@-Speech, Language and

Communications needs
350

Moderate Learning Difficulty

300
=8=Profound & Multiple Learning

Difficulty

250 —&—Physical Disability

200 —m-—Specific Learning Difficulty

N

150 —m—Other Difficulty/Disability
100 —@-—Visual Impairment
—@=—Hearing Impairment
50 ——— e
== Multi- Sensory Impairment
0

2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20

Source: DfE School Census. Data as at January each year. Covers state-funded nursery, primary, secondary
and special schools, non-maintained special schools and pupil referral units. Data on type of need is not
available for independent schools or general hospital schools.
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Compared to latest (2019/20) national averages, Somerset has notably higher proportions of
EHCPs made for Social, Emotional and Mental Health (21.7% compared to 14.2%) and lower
proportions for Speech Language and Communications needs (11.7%, compared to 15.5%
nationally). Somerset also has a lower than average proportion in relation to Moderate Learning

Difficulty. See table, below.

Pupils with an EHC plan, by type of need, Somerset and England, 2019/20

Autistic Spectrum Disorder 507 31.2% 30.1%
Hearing Impairment 19 1.2% 2.2%
Moderate Learning Difficulty 94 5.8% 10.7%
Multi- Sensory Impairment 5 0.3% 0.4%
Other Difficulty/Disability 33 2.0% 2.6%
Physical Disability 63 3.9% 4.9%
Profound & Multiple Learning Difficulty 75 4.6% 3.6%
Severe Learning Difficulty 208 12.8% 11.1%
Social, Emotional and Mental Health 353 21.7% 14.2%
Specific Learning Difficulty 56 3.4% 3.6%
Speech, Language and Communication 190 11.7% 15.5%
Visual Impairment 22 1.4% 1.2%

Source: DfE. Covers state-funded nursery, primary, secondary and special schools, non-maintained special
schools and pupil referral units. Data on type of need is not available for independent schools or general

hospital schools.
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In terms of school pupils with SEND Support, the most common type of primary need in Somerset
continues to be Speech, Language and Communication, followed by Social, Emotional and Mental
Health. Trends in respect of SEND Support needs have generally been more stable (compared to
the shifting EHCP pupil profile). See chart, below.

Trends in numbers of pupils with SEND Support, by primary need, Somerset, 2015/16 to
2019/20

2,500
—@-Speech, Language and
Communications needs

== Social, Emotional and Mental

Health
2,000
Specific Learning Difficulty

—@=—Moderate Learning Difficulty
Other Difficulty/Disability
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- Autistic Spectrum Disorder
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assessment of type of need

1,000 —&—Physical Disability

—@=—Hearing Impairment
== \Visual Impairment

—— } = —@-— Multi- Sensory Impairment
-

S — —_— T s =8=Severe Learning Difficulty

— o -
0 T l o = | —e—Profound & Multiple Learning
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Source: DfE School Census. Data as at January each year. Covers state-funded nursery, primary, secondary
and special schools, non-maintained special schools and pupil referral units. Data on type of need is not
available for independent schools or general hospital schools.
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Compared to the national average profile, Somerset has a higher proportion of SEND Support
pupils with Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs (23.4% compared to 19.4% nationally) and
Specific Learning Difficulty (17.7% compared to 14.6%).

Somerset has a lower proportion of pupils with SEND Support in relation to Moderate Learning
Difficulty (14.0% compared to 21.2% nationally) and Autistic Spectrum Disorder (4.1% compared to
6.8%). See table, below.

Pupils with SEND support, by type of need, 2019/20

Autistic Spectrum Disorder
Hearing Impairment 176 2.0% 1.7%
Moderate Learning Difficulty 1,236 14.0% 21.2%
Multi-Sensory Impairment 47 0.5% 0.3%
Other Difficulty/Disability 468 5.3% 4.6%
Physical Disability 235 2.7% 2.3%
Profound & Multiple Learning Difficulty 11 0.1% 0.1%
SEND support but no specialist assessment of 353 4.0% 4.0%
type of need
Severe Learning Difficulty 43 0.5% 0.3%
Social, Emotional and Mental Health 2,068 23.4% 19.4%
Specific Learning Difficulty 1,563 17.7% 14.6%
Speech, Language and Communication 2,184 24.7% 23.7%
Visual Impairment 93 1.1% 1.0%
Source: DfE

Differences between Somerset's SEND profile and the national profile have been broadly consistent
over the last few years, across most types of need (see chart, below). An exception has been Visual
Impairment, where a previous ‘gap’ appeared to close.
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Percentage of all SEND pupils by Primary need, Somerset / England, 2015 to 2020
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Quantifying Differences Between the Somerset and National SEND Profile

By way of context, if Somerset were in line with the national SEND profile of Primary Need, there
would be approximately 400 fewer children with a Social, Emotional and Mental Health need in the
county, and approximately 400 more children with an Autistic Spectrum primary need. See table,
below (negative figures in the table may indicate under-identification of a particular primary need;
positive figures may indicate over-identification).

School population by Primary Need, Somerset v England, 2020

Autistic Spectrum Disorder 1.81% 1.22% 1,291 866 -425
Hearing Impairment 0.28% 0.27% 199 195 -4
Moderate Learning Difficulty 2.90% 1.87% 2,065 1,330 -735
Multi- Sensory Impairment 0.04% 0.07% 31 52 +21
Other Difficulty/Disability 0.64% 0.70% 454 501 +47
Physical Disability 0.44% 0.42% 315 298 -17
Profound & Multiple 0.13% 0.12% 94 86 -8
Learning Difficulty

SEN support but no 0.49% 0.50% 345 353 +8
specialist assessment

Severe Learning Difficulty 0.40% 0.35% 288 251 -37
Social, Emotional and Mental 2.81% 3.40% 1,998 2421 +423
Health

Specific Learning Difficulty 1.87% 2.27% 1,335 1,619 +284
Speech, Language and 3.36% 3.33% 2,394 2,374 -20
Communications needs

Visual Impairment 0.16% 0.16% 112 115 +3

Source: Derived from DfE ‘Special Educational Needs in England’ statistical release. Data as at January 2020.
Data is not available for independent schools or hospital schools.
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2.4. Education Provisions

Children in Somerset with SEND attend a range of settings both in and out of the county (for
example, mainstream schools, pupil referral units and special schools, other local authority schools,
specialist placements and independent schools).

Compared to national averages, Somerset has a higher proportion of children and young people
with EHCPs attending:

e further education
Somerset has lower proportions of children and young people with EHCPs attending:

e mainstream schools

EHCPs by Establishment group (%), Somerset/England, January 2020

mEngland m Somerset

Non-maintained early years

) 39.0%
Mainstream school °
34.6%

37.2%

Special school
38.0%

Alternative provision/Pupil referral unit
Further education

Educated elsewhere

NEET

Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
Source: DfE

It may be noted that geographically Somerset has a higher proportion of special independent
providers than its neighbours, which provides parents/carers with a greater choice of provisions.
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Placement of CLA with an EHCP

A snapshot of the Somerset Virtual School roll (in January 2021) indicates a relatively high
proportion (38%) of Somerset CLA with an EHCP attending an Independent educational setting.

Children Educated Outside Somerset

A snapshot in January 2021 indicated that approximately 7% of Somerset children with an EHCP
maintained by Somerset LA attended an education setting outside the geographical county (this
was down from 8% of children a year earlier). Children with Hearing Impairment were most likely to
be placed outside the county (10 of 39 children as at January 2021, equating to 26% of the cohort).
This was followed by children with Specific Learning Difficulty, Vision Impairment and Physical
Disability. See chart, below.

% of children with an EHCP educated outside Somerset by Primary
Need

Vision Impairment

Physical Disability

Moderate Learning Difficulty
Soc, Em and Ment Health

Profound and Multip Learn Diff

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0%

Source: SCC SEND Dashboard (January 2021). Information relates to children and young people with an EHCP
maintained by Somerset LA.

Of the 239 Somerset children with an EHCP educated outside Somerset, a total of seven were
Children Looked After (CLA), of which six had a Social, Emotional and Mental Health need.

Electively Home Educated Children

A snapshot in January 2021 indicated a total of 272 electively home educated children in Somerset
with SEND, of which 44 had an EHCP and 228 were identified as SEND Support prior to becoming
EHE. Overall numbers have been generally stable long-term, but with fluctuations through the
academic year — see chart, below. EHE children with SEND represent approximately one-fifth (20%)
of all current EHE children in Somerset. There are no national comparative figures for rates of EHE.
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Number of SEND cases which are EHE
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Source: SCC SEND Scorecard

Understanding the scope of EHE in Somerset is supported by a local process for schools to inform
the Local Authority when a child becomes EHE.

Children Missing out on Education (CMOE)

Overall numbers of CMOE children in Somerset have reduced significantly over the last three years.
At as January 2021 there were 37 children and young people with SEND in Somerset identified as
missing education, of which 24 had an ECHP and 13 were SEND Support. Children with SEND

account for approximately a quarter (25%) of all CMOE cases in Somerset. A total of three Somerset
CLA with SEND were recorded as missing education.

CMOE cases may include: a child who has moved to Somerset with no school identified; a child

who has left one school with no destination school identified; or a child who has failed to take up
an allocated school place.

Existing monthly multi-agency meetings aim to ‘unblock’ individual CMOE cases, with weekly
monitoring of school-level data.
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3. Educational Outcomes

3.1 School Attainment

Attainment of state-funded school pupils in Somerset with SEND Support is generally above
national average rates at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key Stage 1 but
falls below national averages in Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 4. See table below. Due to the
coronavirus pandemic there have been no new attainment or progress figures available since 2019.

(Note that the colour shading in this table is system driven to reflect the relative range of difference
in the Somerset score from the national average for all SEND Support pupils, with green being
higher and red being lower.)

SEND Support Pupils 2017 2018 2019
EYFS Good Level of | Somerset 31 30 35
Year 1 Phonics % | Somerset 409 46.5 46.1
WA Difference

Reading| Writing | Maths |Reading| Writing | Maths [Reading| Writing | Maths
KS1 Expected Somerset | 35.8 248 356 346 256 358 36.8 274 382
Standard % Difference

KS2 Reading, Somerset 18.3 225 198
Writing and Maths | Difference

Reading| Writing | Maths |Reading| Writing | Maths |Reading| Writing | Maths
Progress KS1to | Somerset | -234 | -318 | -258 | -212 | -264 | -204 | -249 -2.6 -2.69
KS2 Difference

KS4 5 or more Somerset
4+/C+ inc Eng & | Difference
KS4 Englishand | Somerset
Maths Standard | Difference
KS4 Attainment 8 | Somerset
Average Grade | Difference
Somerset
Difference

thc
thc
225

-0.59

KS4 Progress 8
-0.17

Source: Somerset County Council. Comparisons are with national averages. Somerset schools only. Changes to
assessment criteria mean that comparisons between years may not be appropriate.

The overall performance of children with SEND Support in Somerset generally mirrors the
countywide (all pupil) picture, with higher than national average attainment at Key Stage 1 and
lower than national average attainment at Key Stage 2 and at Key Stage 4.
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Attainment and Progress of Pupils with an EHCP

Pupils with an EH

CP in Somerset perform, on average, consistently below national rates at all key

stages of education compared to the national EHCP cohort.

EHCP Pupils 2017 2018 2019
EYFS Good Level of | Somerset 0 0 3
Year 1 Phonics % S.omerset 59 7.7 10.7
Difference
Reading| Writing | Maths |Reading|Writing | Maths [Reading| Writing | Maths
KS1 Expected Somerset 6.3 1.6 47 73 49 73 125 36 8.9

Stondard % | Diference [ IET2IN T RS S S S R S A -0 3 AES O S )
KS2 Reading, Somerset 77 3.6 8.2
Writing and Maths | Difference
Reading| Writing | Maths |Reading| Writing | Maths [Reading| Writing [ Maths
Progress KS1to | Somerset | -3.77 | -204 | -478 | -591 | -574 -6.4 -451 | -6.05 [ -532

ks [Difference | -007 | 226 | -068 | 216 | 162 [ 265 [ -108 [ -184 [ 153 |
KS4 5 or more Somerset 82 tbc
4+/C+ inc Eng & | Difference -11 tbc
KS4 English and | Somerset 8.2 6.5
Maths Standard | Difference -2.5
KS4 Attainment 8 | Somerset 11.6
Average Grade | Difference -2.3

KS4 Progress 8

Somerset
Difference

Source: Somerset County Council. Comparisons are with national averages. Somerset schools only. Changes
to assessment criteria mean that comparisons between years may not be appropriate.

Attainment and Progress of Children Looked After (CLA)

Latest data (for 2019) indicates that the proportion of Somerset CLA with SEND reaching the
expected standard in Reading, Writing and Maths (combined) at the end of Key Stage 2 was above
the national average benchmark. The cohort was 18 pupils.

KS2 Performance of CLA with an EHCP or SEND Support, 2019

National (CLA)

Virtual School

RWM#* READING WRITING TA MATHS
o0 ® Avz. ® o0 ° o0 ® Avg. © o0 ]
Cohert = Exp High S5 <Exp =Exp High = Exp GDS S5 < Exp =Exp High
1840 17.0% 1.0% 96.5 EMT SR 6.0% 27.0% 2.0% 96.9 ECD2 £SR3 3.0%%
[ ] -
18  22.2% 5.6% 975 72.2% 27.8% 16.7% 27.8% 11.1% 98.3 66.7% 33.3% 11.1%
I . [ |

Source: NCER/Nexus. Information relates to CLA continuously looked after for at least one year.
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At Key Stage 4, latest data (for 2019) indicates that Somerset CLA with SEND performed
below national average Attainment 8 and Progress 8 benchmarks. The cohort was 26

pupils.

KS4 Performance of CLA with EHCP or SEND Support, 2019

Progress 8
Avg. Conf.
Cohort Attainment 8 Cov. Score Int.
National (CLA pupils) 2270 154 B 93.0% -1.42 @ x0.05
Virtual School 26 143 B 100.0% -1.67 @ 0.49

Source: NCER/Nexus. Information relates to CLA continuously looked after for at least one year.

As more schools become academies the funding available to the Local Authority (LA) to support
school improvement reduces but the LA remains committed to working with the whole sector to
secure improved outcomes for children and young people.

The Supporting Inclusive Schools Group developed and implemented a set of Core Standards that
gave parents and education settings clear guidance about what should be on offer for children and
young people with special educational needs and disability.

To further support Schools and Families, the Local Authority has produced a SEND Effective
Support document which has been co-produced and is a welcome tool for everyone supporting
children and young people with SEND. This document outlines the various steps that should be
taken for all children and young people with SEND within a graduated approach model.

3.2 Absence from School

Rates of absence of pupils with SEND in Somerset are above national averages.

Latest national comparative data (for 2018/19) indicates that the absence rate for pupils with an
EHCP in Somerset was 11.4%, compared to 8.7% nationally. The absence rate for pupils with SEND

Support was 7.7% in Somerset compared to 6.5% nationally. Gaps between Somerset and national
average rates appear to be widening.

The overall absence rate for non-SEND pupils in Somerset is also above the national average,
although the gap is narrower. See charts below.
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% sessions missed due to overall absence, Somerset/England, 2012/13 to 2018/19

% of sessions missed: Pupils with EHCP/Statement
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Source: Derived from DfE ‘Pupil absence in schools’ underlying data. A session is defined as half a day — AM
or PM. Overall absence is the total number of overall absence sessions as a percentage of the total number
of possible sessions available. State-funded primary, state-funded secondary and special schools only.

To address issues of attendance, a new School Attendance Monitoring Protocol was introduced in
Somerset in September 2019, involving weekly monitoring of data and the introduction of a 4-
stage enquiry process, which although initially supportive, would provide challenge to schools
where attendance is an issue.

Link Between Absence and Attainment

In 2016, the Department for Education released a research report, ' The link between absence and
attainment at KS2 and K54 The analysis of the link between overall absence (and individual
reasons for absence) and attainment when taking prior attainment and pupil characteristics into
account showed that, for each KS2 and KS4 measure, overall absence had a statistically significant
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negative link to attainment — i.e. every extra day missed was associated with a lower attainment
outcome. However, extending this to look at individual reasons for absence did not add a greater
understanding of the link between absence and attainment.

3.3 School Exclusions

Fixed Term Exclusions

Latest national comparative data (for 2018/19) indicates that rates of fixed-term exclusion in
Somerset were more than double the national average rate, for both pupils with an EHCP and
pupils with SEND Support.

Fixed Period Exclusions for SEND pupils as a % of the school population (2018/19)

1 .
Fixed period exclusions
e Dupis witr o .
statement as a % of the
school population
Fixed period exclusions
statement as a % of the
school pnpulationo

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Per cent

@ Somerset 2018/19 (academic) @ Mean for England 2018/19 (academic)

Source: LG Inform (Local Government Association)

Permanent Exclusions

Rates of permanent exclusion of pupils with an EHCP and pupils with SEND Support in Somerset
are consistently above national average rates. Latest comparable data (for 2018/19) shows a
narrowing of the gap in respect of SEND Support pupils, but a widening gap in respect of pupils
with and EHCP. See charts, below.
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Permanent exclusions for SEND Support pupils as a % of the school population, 2016/17 to
2018/19
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3.4 Preparation for Adulthood

Young People in Education, Employment or Training at Age 17

The proportion of Somerset SEND pupils in sustained education, employment or training (EET) by
age 17 is in line with national average rates.
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Latest data (for 2018/19) indicates that 86% of Somerset children with an EHCP and 90% with SEND
Support were in sustained EET at age 17 (compared to 91% and 89% respectively nationally) — see

chart below.

Percentage of KS4 cohort in Education, Employment or Training at Age 17 (2018/19)
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Source: LG Inform (Local Government Association)
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4. Health and Well-Being

4.1 Health Services

There are a range of Health services for children and young people with SEND in Somerset
available to everyone based on the individual's health needs. Children with special educational
needs and disabilities are able to access these services directly without needing to go through any
kind of referral. These services are known as ‘universal’ in that they are available to everyone.

Primary Care

Analysis of primary care data provides us with some of our most comprehensive available health
data for this population. General practices (GPs) are funded to provide enhanced care to people
with learning disabilities aged 14 and over which includes a health check. The CCG Quality Team
(Learning Disability and Mental Health) is leading a programme of work to increase the uptake and
quality of Annual Health Checks (AHCs) for people with learning disability. The Programme is made
up of a number of projects focusing on Primary Care, as well as the role of Somerset LD care
providers and Social Care. It is progressed through a system wide steering group, including
relevant system partners as well as parents / carers representatives and peer support groups to
ensure meaningful co-production. It includes a focus on Young People (14-25); enabling better
conversations about healthy living and, where appropriate, conversations about Advanced Care
Planning.

Annual Health Checks 2019/20 data

Quarter

Quarter
2

Quarter
3

Quarter
4

Plan

Patients aged 14 or over on the GPs Learning
Disability Register receiving a health check
within the quarter

348

401

466

1,076

Population on the GPs Learning Disability
Register

2,846

% Performance

12.23%

14.09%

16.37%

37.81%

Actual

Patients aged 14 or over on the GPs Learning
Disability Register receiving a health check
within the quarter

394

368

462

606

Population on the GPs Learning Disability
Register

2,846

% Performance

13.84%

% Performance Variance

12.93%

16.23%

21.29%

Source: Somerset CCG
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Community Health Services

NHS Somerset CCG undertakes monthly Contract meetings and Service Performance Meetings of
both the adults and children and young people community health services managed by Somerset
Foundation Trust. For children and young people community paediatric, occupational therapy,
speech and language and physiotherapy services are monitored. The JSNA has highlighted that the
data collated is activity and process driven, and Somerset CCG are working with providers in
developing a more outcome-based approach. Some of this issue will be addressed through the
national data collection process managed by the Health and Social Care Information Centre
(HSCIC) called the Children and Young People’s Health Data Set (CYPHS). This will collate data on:
personal and demographic; social and personal circumstances; breastfeeding and nutrition; care
event and screening activity; diagnoses, including long term conditions and childhood disabilities;
scored assessments, Mental Health services to children aged 0-19 years registered with a Somerset
GP and resident in Somerset in a variety of settings including home, clinics, early years and
education.

For children and young people the following provision is available: « Community Paediatrics «
Physiotherapy « Speech and Language ¢ Occupational Therapy ¢ Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Service (CAMHS) « Audiology

Public Health Nursing

Somerset County Council provides an integrated 0-19 years Public Health Nursing Service that
leads delivery of the Healthy Child Programme. The public health nursing service is a universal offer
that includes delivery of the five mandated health visitor contacts, school nursing service and the
national child measurement programme.

The mandated health visiting and additional universal contact points with children, young people,
and families (delivered by health visiting and school nursing) provide a perfect opportunity for
families to access the support they need through a systematic approach to assessing need. Early
identification of a delay in a child’s growth and development is essential to ensure that relevant
services are accessed in a timely way, a referral is made to the appropriate service with parental
consent and families are supported through this process.

For 2019/20, 93% of two-year-olds in Somerset who were due a two-year review received one by
the Health Visiting service, significantly higher than the England average of 78.6%. The ‘Ages and
Stages' (ASQ) questionnaire is used as part of the two-year review to assess developmental
milestones. The ASQ is completed by parents. Children who do not achieve the expected outcomes
on the ASQ are identified for completion of a 'schedule of growing skills (SOGS)" which is a further
tool to assist with early identification of developmental delay.

In Somerset in 2019/20, 74% of children who received a 2-year visit had an ASQ score recorded.
This is lower than the England average of 92.6% but needs to be viewed in the context of a higher
coverage of 2-year checks overall. Work is underway to increase the uptake and recording of the
ASQ at the 2-year visit. Of those children who had a completed ASQ, 72% in Somerset achieved a
score indicating no complaints, compared to 83.3% overall. The data for the ASQ is currently held
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by Somerset Foundation Trust and there are some concerns regarding inconsistencies in recording
and reporting. SCC Public Health are in the process of procuring a new IT system which will allow
for internal oversight of all data collected.

The prevalence of breastfeeding is recorded by Health Visiting service at the mandated 6-8-week
contact. In 2019/20, 93% of babies due a 6-8-week review received one in time. This is higher than
the England average of 85.1%. The proportion of infants in Somerset who were totally or partially
breastfed at age 6-8 weeks was 53% in 2019/20, compared to 48% for England.

The School Nursing Service has a pivotal role in identifying and supporting SEND needs. In
Somerset, we have an agreed school nursing core offer which is advertised on the local offer. The
School Nurse role is not to provide clinical interventions, but rather to ensure that children with
medical needs are identified and that the care plan supports their health needs. This should be a
multi-agency approach and will be reviewed in partnership meetings. A meeting with the SENCO
should be arranged so that the children with Medical Needs can be identified and care plans will be
in place and can be reviewed. The specialist service caring for the child will compile the care plan:
The School Nursing role will involve reviewing progress.

Child Vision Screening

The UK National Screening Committee recommends vision screening for 4 to 5-year-old children.
The primary aim of the service is to identify children living in Somerset aged 4 to 5 years with
impaired sight to enable timely intervention. The screening is undertaken at school and so in
2019/20 was affected by school closures due to the COVID pandemic. A comprehensive catch up
programme is underway to ensure any children who did not receive a screen in reception year. In
2019/20, 91% of children who were eligible for a screen received a screen. Of those, 79.8% passed
the screening test, with the remaining referred onto to diagnostic services.

Medication Prescriptions for Children

Using the Electronic Care Leading to Improved Patient Safety and Empowerment tool (ECLIPSE) we
are able to bring together data confidentially and securely to create specific reports related to
primary care prescribing. This empowers GPs locally to identify patients, support routine
management, identify children and young people at risk of a medicine related emergency
admission and help both patient and the NHS to avoid unnecessary admission where possible.
Current Somerset GP practice coded data shows, as of April 2021 there were:

e Epilepsy — 904 children coded as receiving epilepsy medication.
e Diabetic — 414 insulin dependent and 29 non-insulin type 2 children.
e Asthma - 12,510 coded as asthmatic.
e ADHD - 811 on medication for ADHD.
e Other relevant —
o 33 rheumatology coded.
o 113 Severe mental health.
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671 LD (QOF coded).

320 Autism code.

31 heart failure.

102 Crohns.

19 chronic kidney disease.
153 cancer recorded.

o O O O O O

The Medicines Management Team and the Quality Team (Learning Disability and Mental Health)
are setting up a system-wide STOMP working group (stopping over medication of people with a
learning disability, autism, or both with psychotropic medicines). The aim is to agree as a system
how we better promote and implement the principles of the STOMP campaign for people with
learning disabilities and / or autism in Somerset.

4.2 CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services)

The 'Mental Health Five Year Forward View’sets out the ambition that by 2020/21 at least 35% of
Children and Young People (CYP) with a diagnosable Mental Health (MH) condition will access
treatment from an NHS-funded community MH service. This measure seeks to count CYP who have
accessed an NHS-funded community MH service for treatment as a percentage of the estimated
prevalence of CYP with a diagnosable MH condition. National prevalence studies (a 2017 update
was published by NHS Digital in January 2019) show that one-in-nine children has a diagnosable
MH disorder, and this can range from short spells of depression or anxiety through to severe and
persistent conditions. However, the measure continues to use the older estimate of one in ten CYP.
The CYP MH access rate measures the percentage of CYP accessing (counted as two contacts) NHS
funded community MH services

The CYP MH access measure includes counting constraints and these include:

e Anindividual CYP can only be counted once within any financial year, i.e. any re-referrals into
the service is excluded; and

e A protracted course of intervention or treatment is only counted once at the point of ‘second
contact’ (Somerset Partnership is commissioned to provide a Tier 3-only CAMHS service and
therefore its interventions are mainly protracted)

The CCG has planned to deliver a 28.8% CYPMH access rate in 2020/21 with Somerset FT, digital
therapy and other tier 2 providers contributing to the Somerset access rate.

Un-validated data for the rolling 12-month period to January shows locally estimated performance
of 26.2% for all Providers contributing to the Somerset access rate. Work is ongoing to consolidate
the position against the nationally reported position at provider level.

The Young Somerset Wellbeing Service has helped bridge the gap for early interventions to
address the mental health and emotional wellbeing needs of CYP in Somerset aged 11-18, however
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an increase in demand for CYP who have higher complexity needs has been seen. CAMHS and
Young Somerset are working together to develop a ‘Getting Help Team’ and the team is set to go
live in April 2021 and the team will offer support to those CYP whose needs are too complex to be
seen by Young Somerset, but do not meet the criteria for CAMHS

Referral to Treatment (RRT) 6-Week and 18-Week Standards

Somerset Foundation Trust CAMHS performance against the local 6-week RTT target of 92% for
March 2021 is 98.2% and is an improvement in performance when comparing to the February
position of 95.5%, local ambition continues to be exceeded.

100%
90% -
20% -
708
60%
500
m_
30% -
2086
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% of Children & Young People who have their initial assessment
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— — I
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% of CYP referred who have their initital assessment within & weeks

G local ambition 92%

Source: Somerset CCG

Performance for the national 18-week RTT target shows performance for March 2021 of 100.0%,
which continues to exceed the 95% national target.
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There is relatively little data about prevalence rates for mental health disorders in pre-school age
children. A literature review of four studies looking at 1,021 children aged 2 to 5 years inclusive,
found that the average prevalence rate of any mental health disorder was 19.6%.

4.3 CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services)

The Independent Strategic systemic review of learning disabilities and autism for people aged 14 +
in Somerset’was completed at the end of June 2020. The first system-wide LDAP partnership board
took place on 29 January 2021. Various actions were agreed to take forward the recommendations
from the review.

Both the recent Ofsted/CQC local area inspection and the local review found areas where
improvements in services for people with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASC) are required. These
include diagnosis, pre-diagnostic and post diagnostic support and services.

4.4 Maternity Services

What happens in pregnancy and early childhood impacts on physical and emotional health all
through to adulthood. There are strong links with maternity services and are essential to ensure risk
prevention, where possible, and early identification and referral to services as required.

e There were 5,367 live births in Somerset in 2017. This includes multiple births so the
number of mothers may be lower.
e The number of annual births is projected to be fairly stable across the next eight years.

I I 36 | Somerset SEND Needs Assessment 2020/21 Update



e In the period 2017, there were 15 stillbirths in Somerset. The rate of 2.8 stillbirths per
thousand births is below the national average (4.1 per thousand)

e In the same period, there were 11 infant deaths (dying before their first birthday). The rate
of 2 per thousand births is in line with the national average of 3.9 per thousand)

e In 2016, there were 206 sole registrations of births in Somerset; that is, births registered by
just the mother.

e In 2017/18 there were 271 households in Somerset containing dependent children or an
expectant mother who were eligible for assistance, unintentionally homeless and in priority
need.

It is recommended that there is a focus on healthy lifestyle support and advice in maternity services
to address risk factors for SEND including obesity, maternal diet and smoking. Low birthweight
babies (infants under 2,5009) are at increased risk of problems at birth, early childhood, and in later
life. Smoking remains one of the few modifiable risk factors in pregnancy. It can cause a range of
serious health problems, including lower birth weight, pre-term birth and placental complications
which could lead to disabilities. Whilst the proportion of women smoking at time of delivery is
decreasing.

Maternity Dashboard, 2020/21

YTD YTD YTD
Variance % Variance

2020/21 Maternity Dashboard 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21

Number of p'reterm births (less than 37 406 374 351 23 6%
weeks gestation)

S - -

% of births which are‘preterm (less 9.1% 8.3% 8.0% 0.3% _
than 37 weeks gestation)

Number of women who smoked at 793 671 122 16%
time of booking 782 ?
‘fozf(:/:c;men who smoked at time of 13.9% 15.0% 14.9% 0.2% _
Number of‘women who smoked at 531 515 468 47 9%
time of delivery

Z;eﬁ\t;/\r/;men who smoked at time of 11.7% 11.7% 11.0% 0.7% _

Source: Somerset CCG
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Perinatal Mental Health

e Around 1 in 4 women experience mental health problems in pregnancy and during the 24
months after giving birth.

e 13% of women can be affected by anxiety disorders, 12% - depression.

e In addition to the direct impact on families, it's estimated that perinatal mental health problems
cost the NHS and social services around £1.2 billion annually.

A Specialist Perinatal Mental Health Service was developed in 2018 and works county-wide with
expectant or postnatal women who have or will have potential mental disorder relating to their
pregnancy.

The Specialist Perinatal Mental Health Service provides consultation, advice, assessment, treatment,
and liaison for women of all ages who have a moderate to severe mental disorder (or are at risk of
developing one) and are pregnant or postnatal up to 12 months postnatally.

New-Born Hearing Screening

The proportion of babies receiving new-born hearing screening is as follows:

Period Perfczz/r:;ance
2018/19 98.5
2019/20 97.7
Q1 2020 97.9
Q2 2020 99.0

Source: Somerset CCG/Public Health England. Defined as the proportion of babies eligible for newborn
hearing screening for whom the screening process is complete by 4 weeks corrected age (hospital
programmes-well babies, neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) babies) or by 5 weeks corrected age
(community programmes-well babies).

4.5 Wheelchair Services

Somerset CCG has a contract for an Integrated wheelchair service which delivers the assessment of
people referred into the service, provision of suitable equipment, repair and routine maintenance
and support for adults and children registered with a Somerset GP.

Equipment is based on Low, Medium, High and Specialist need. Community therapists are trained
to prescribe low and some medium-need wheelchairs. The remaining medium need, High and
Specialist need are assessed and prescribed by Clinical staff and technicians.

The service provides assessments for people in a variety of locations (including virtual during the
COVID pandemic) with mobility and other postural problems, the supply of wheelchairs and
associated accessories including pressure care cushions. Assessments are held in a variety of
locations e.g. clinic, at home, at a day centre or school. All referrals will be looked at by one of the
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service occupational therapists and prioritised according to the agreed service specification and

eligibility criteria.

Currently 825 children and young people under 18-years old access the service in Somerset.

Average waiting time for initial assessment is 13.9 weeks. There are waiting list issues which have
been exacerbated by the COVID pandemic and are currently being worked through.

The service provides a combination of chair types, which includes:

Wheelchair % Volume
Buggy 19% 127
EPIC 1% 3
EPIOC 26% 174
Manual Self Propelling 22% 147
Manual Transit 32% 218
Tilt in Space 1% 6

Source: Somerset CCG

Currently 86 clients have had a voucher of some form or Personal Health Budget.
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5. Education, Health and Care (EHC) Statutory
Assessments

New EHC Plans

There were 553 children and young people with new EHC plans made during the 2019 calendar
year in Somerset, an increase of 113 (26%) when compared against 2018. Compared to the national
average profile, Somerset had a lower proportion of new plans made for those in the younger age
groups (aged under five and aged 5-10). Somerset had a higher than average proportion of new
plans made for those aged 11-15 and 16-19.

New EHC plans by Age group (%), 2019
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Children and young people receiving provision in mainstream schools accounted for around two-
thirds (63%) of EHC plans made for the first time in the 2019 calendar year. 16% of plans were
made for children and young people receiving provision in special schools.

Compared to the national average profile, Somerset had a notably higher proportion of new EHC
plans made for young people in further education (10% of new plans compared to 3% nationally).

New EHC plans by Establishment group (%), 2019
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Assessment Process

here were 1,062 initial requests made for assessment for an EHC plan in Somerset during the 2019
calendar year, an increase of 44% since 2018. This compared to a 14% increase nationally.

Of those initial requests made for assessment for an EHC plan in Somerset, 228 (21%) were refused.
This compares to 120 requests refused (16%) in 2018. The proportion of requests refused in
Somerset remains below the national average.

% of initial requests for assessment for an EHC plan that were
refused

M England H Somerset
30% 25% 23% 21%
20% 16%
10%
0%

2018 2019
Source: DfE

There were 568 children and young people assessed with a decision taken whether or not to issue
an EHC plan during the 2019 calendar year in Somerset. Of these, 553 (97%) had new EHC plans
made during the 2019 calendar year. The national proportion was 94%.

Statutory Timelines

In 2019, 21.8% of new EHC plans were issued in Somerset within 20 weeks. This was a decrease
from 2018, when 36.1% of new EHC plans were issued within the 20 weeks.

Nationally, 60.4% of EHC plans were issued within the time limit in 2019. The performance gap
between Somerset and the national average has widened in each of the last three years.
% of new EHC plans issued in 20 weeks (excluding exceptions)
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Recent local monthly data indicates some improved performance, of 17% in January 2021, rising to
56% in February 2021 and 69% in March 2021.

Meditation and Appeals to Tribunal

There were 35 mediation cases held during the 2019 calendar year in Somerset. Of these mediation
cases, 13 (37%) were followed by appeals to the tribunal during the 2019 calendar year. Nationally,
a lower proportion (25%) of mediation cases were followed by appeals to the tribunal.

Personal Budgets

There were 92 personal budgets in place for EHC plans issued or reviewed during the 2019
calendar year in Somerset, a decline from 106 in 2018. Nationally there was a 29% increase in
personal budgets in place between 2018 and 2019.

The 92 personal budgets in place in Somerset in 2019 represents 3.7% of all EHC plans. This
compares to a national average of 5.2%.

Somerset has recently joined a new South West regional SEND benchmarking group, to help
support greater and more timely analysis around EHC assessments and plans, and in other areas of
SEND performance.
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Acronyms

Acronym

ASD
CAMHS
CCG
CIN
CLA
CYP
DfE
EET
EHCP
EHE
EYFS
GLD
HI
IMD
ITS
KS1/KS2/KS4
LA

LD
LSOA
MLD
MSI
NA
NCY
NEET
ONS
oT
PD
PMLD
RWM
SALT
SCC
SEMH
SEN/SEND
SHEU
SLCN
SLD
SPLD
SwW

VI

Definition

Autism Spectrum Disorder

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service
Clinical Commissioning Group

Children In Need

Children Looked After

Children and Young People

Department for Education

Education, Employment and Training
Education, Health and Care Plan

Elective Home Education

Early Years Foundation Stage

Good Level of Development

Hearing Impairment

Index of Multiple Deprivation

Integrated Therapy Services

Key Stage 1/ Key Stage 2/ Key Stage 4
Local Authority

Learning Disability

Lower-layer Super Output Area
Moderative Learning Difficulty
Multi-Sensory Impairment

National Average

National Curriculum Year

Not in Education, Employment or Training
Office for National Statistics

Occupational Therapy

Physical Disability

Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulty
Reading, Writing and Maths

Speech and Language Therapy

Somerset County Council

Social, Emotional and Mental Health
Special Educational Needs or Disability
Schools and Students Health Education Unit
Speech, Language and Communication Needs
Severe Learning Difficulty

Specific Learning Difficulty

South West

Visual Impairment
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